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1. SUMMARY. SITUATION OP POLITICAL REPUGESS IN ARGENTINA 
CONTINUES TO WORSEN WITH LAST WEEK'S DISAPPEARANCE OP 30 
URUGUAYANS, INCLUDING DAUGHTER OP MURDERED URUGUAYAN SENATOR 
MICHELINI. REPUGEE COMMUNITY IS TERRIFIED, ACCORDING TO THE 
UNHCR OPFICIAL, WHO SAID THE NUMBER OP "DESPERATE CASES" 

REQUIRING IMMEDIATE RESETTLEMENT NOW PAR SURPASSES THE 1000 
ORIGINALLY ANNOUNCED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
AGA KHAN IN HIS APPEAL TO THE US AND 33 OTHER GOVERNMENTS 

IN LATE JUNE (REPTEL). 

2. PLIGHT OP POLITICAL REPUGEES IN ARGENTINA HAS WORSENED 
CONSIDERABLY IN RECENT WEEKS, AND THEIR TERROR HAS REACHED 
THE STAGE OP PSYCHOSIS, UNHCR DIRECTOR TOLD EMBOFP MONDAY 
(JULY 19). BA HERALD REPORTED AND UNHCR ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
ABOUT 30 URUGUAYAN EXILES IN BUENOS AIRES HAVE BEEN MISSING 
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PROM THEIR HOMES SINCE LAST TUESDAY, (JULY 13), INCLUDING 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MARGARITA MICHELINI-DAUGHTER OE THE SLAIN URUGUAYAN SENATOR 
7, ELMAR MICHELINI-HER HUSBAND, PEDRO ALTUNA; INES QUADROS, 
DAUGHTER OF URUGUAY'S EORMER AMBASSADOR TO WEST GERMANY; AND 
JOSE EELIX DIAZ, HUSBAND OE THE WOMAN RECENTLY SNATCHED EROM 
THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN MONTEVIDEO. 

3. LAST WEEK (JULY 12) THREE EXILES-TWO CHILEANS AND AN 
URUGUAYAN- WERE ABDUCTED AFTER LEAVING UNHCR OEEICES, WERE 
BEATEN AND FREED TWO DAYS LATER. THE THREE HAD GONE TO UNHCR 
OEFICE TO PICK UP MEDICINES EOR SOME 50 URUGUAYAN AND CHILEAN 
REFUGEES ON A HUNGER STRIKE TO PUBLICIZE THEIR APPEAL EOR 
RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE ARGENTINA. THE HUNGER 
STRIKE ENDED SATURDAY (JULY 17). (UNHCR DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED 
TO THE PRESS JULY 13 THAT IE THE THREE DIDN'T REPPEAR WITHIN 

48 HOURS, HE WOULD FILE A PETITION OE HABEAS CORPUS. UNHCR 

HAS MADE NO STATEMENT YET CONCERNING THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE 

OE THE 30 OTHER URUGUAYAN EXILES.) 

4. UNHCR SOURCE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH CANADA HAS AGREED TO TAKE 
IN UP TO 1000 POLITICAL EXILES THROUGH ITS IMMIGRATION 
PROGRAM, THE UK 70, AND FRANCE CONTINUES TO ACCEPT SPECIAL 
CASES (SEE SEPTEL ON MARIO MUNOZ SALAS), THE NUMBER OF 
"DESPERATE CASES" HAS GONE EAR BEYOND THE 1000 ORIGINALLY 
ANNOUNCED IN UN HIGH COMMISSIONER EOR REFUGEES AGA KHAN'S 
APPEAL TO THE US AND 33 OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN LATE JUNE (REETEL). 

"THE SITUATION HAS CHANGED COMPLETELY IN THE LAST THREE WEEKS," 
UNHCR DIRECTOR TOLD EMBOFES. "IE BEEORE WE SAID 1000, TODAY 
THEY MUST ALL GO. NO REEUGEE CONSIDERS HIMSLEE SAEE HERE ANY 
LONGER." 

5. NUMBER OE EXILES SEEKING UN PROTECTION INCREASES DAILY, 

SOURCE REPORTED. MANY HUNDREDS HAVE COME IN SINCE THE URUGUAYAN 
POLITICIANS' MURDER IN LATE MAY AND THE ABDUCTION AND TORTURE 

OE 25 REEUGEES EROM A UNHCR-SPONSORED HOTEL IN MID JUNE. 

SOURCE SAID HE HAS REPORTS THAT ARGENTINE EMPLOYERS, PARTICULARLY 
IN BAHIA BLANCA AND OTHER PROVINCIAL TOWNS, ARE EIRING THEIR 
REFUGEE EMPLOYEES, APOLOGETICALLY EXPLAINING IT IS "TOO 
DANGEROUS" TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH REEUGEES. THIS INCREASES 
THE REFUGEES' .DESPERATION AND DETERMINATION TO LEAVE. 
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6. SOURCE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAS UNSUCCESSEULLY TRIED TO 
PERSUADE ARGENTINE OFEICIALS TO ACCELERATE REGULARIZATION OE 
THE STATUS OE MANY THOUSANDS OF ALIENS WHO PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED 
REMAINING IN ARGENTINA, NOW IT MAKES NO DIEFERENCE; NO REEUGEE 
WANTS TO STAY IN ARGENTINA. HE SAID WHEN GOA AGREED TO CONSIDER 
SPECIEIC CASES EOR PREPARING RESIDENCY DOCUMENTATION, HE COULD 
NOT COME UP WITH ONE REEUGEE WHO WAS WILLING TO BE CONSIDERED. 

HE ALSO SAID THAT THE INCREASINGLY PANICKY REEUGEES ARE COMING 
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TO BUENOS AIRES EROM THE PROVINCES, SEEKING DIRECT UN PROTECTION 
AND ACCELERATION OE THEIR CASES EOR RESETTLEMENT ABROAD. 

THE HALLWAY TO THE UNHCR BUENOS AIRES OEFICES IS CROWDED 
WITH REEUGEES EACH MORNING. 

7. UNHCR DIRECTOR TRAVELS TO UNHCR HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA 
NEXT WEEK, APPARENTLY TO REVIEW AND EMPHASIZE DETERIORATING 
REFUGEE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA. WHEN EMBOFF CALLED ON HIM 
YESTERDAY, HE JUMPED UP, ASKING IF USG HAD FAVORABLE RESPONSE 
TO AGA KHAN'S APPEAL. HE REPEATED URGENCY OF SITUATION 
SEVERAL TIME DURING VISIT. 

CHAPLIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BUENOS04740 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760279-0834 
From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760742/aaaabklk.tel 

Line Count: 127 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ORM 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 162271 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <22 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SITUATION OF REFUGEES WORSENS 
TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, PINS, AR, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



